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ECN+ Directive: what will the plus bring?
MODERATOR
Professor Pinar Akman specialises in competition law at the
University of Leeds, where she is the Director of the Centre for
Business Law and Practice. She is the author of The Concept of
Abuse in EU Competition Law: Law and Economics Approaches and
numerous articles. Her particular expertise lies in abuse of
dominance and increasingly in the application of competition law in
technology markets. She is a Non-Governmental Advisor to the UK
and Turkey for the International Competition Network. She sits on
the Editorial Boards of World Competition and Oxford Competition
Law. She is a jury member for the Antitrust Writing Awards. In
2018, she was awarded a Philip Leverhulme Prize which recognises
the achievement of outstanding researchers.

SPEAKERS
Ms Anna Vernet is Head of Unit A4 – European Competition
Network and Private Enforcement in DG Competition of the
European Commission. Previously she was working as Policy
Analyst in Directorate A of DG Competition. She started her career
at the European Commission in 2004 by joining the
telecommunications unit of DG Competition. Prior to that she was
working as a lawyer for the Swedish law firm Mannheimer Swartling
where she was advising clients in various sectors on different
aspects of competition law.

Prof. em. Dr. Jacques Steenbergen is President of the Belgian
competition authority since its establishment as an independent
authority in 2013. Prior to that he has been a director general of
the directorate general for competition in the Belgian ministry of
economic affairs. He taught competition law at the University of
Leuven from 1980 to 2014. Before joining the competition
authority, he was partner in the Brussels office of Allen & Overy,
and he has been legal secretary to the President of the Court of
Justice under the presidency of Prof. J. Mertens de Wilmars. He
participated as a lecturer in many conferences and is an author of
numerous publications on EU and competition law.

Dr. Natalie Harsdorf is Deputy Managing Director of the Austrian
Federal Competition Authority since 2014. Since 2017 she also
heads the Legal Service of the agency. Previously she worked as a
case handler for the Authority and as assistant at the University of
Vienna. Harsdorf studied Law at the Universities of Vienna and
Dublin and holds a degree of the College of Europe in Bruges.
Secondments with the Court of Justice of the EU and the European
Commission rounded up her professional experience. In 2016 she
was counted among the 26 leading women in competition
enforcement worldwide by GCR.

Mr Gianluca Sepe is Head of Unit - EU Affairs at the Italian
competition authority. He works in the competition authority since
1998. He has extensive international experience in the field of
competition and consumer policy, and represented the authority in
several international fora. He was also seconded as a national
expert to the European Commission’s Directorate General for
Consumer Protection for 18 months. He has been directly involved
in the implementation of numerous projects of international cooperation and technical assistance between the Italian authority
and competition agencies of other jurisdictions such as Bulgaria,
Croatia, Romania, the Czech Republic, Algeria, Malta and Albania.

Mr Gunnar Kallfass has been Head of unit for “German and
European Antitrust Law” in the General Policy Division of the
Bundeskartellamt since 2013. He joined the authority in 2008 after
working as a Research Associate at the University of Hamburg
(Institute for International Affairs). The positions he has held at the
Bundeskartellamt include legal advisor in the department dealing
with “litigation and legal issues” and case officer in the 6th Decision
Division (media, sports) of the Bundeskartellamt.
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Competition in energy markets: the way to ensure affordable and
secure supplies for all consumers
MODERATOR
Ms Teresa Moreira is Head of Competition and Consumer Policies
Branch of UNCTAD since October 2016. Previously she was a
Consumer Director-General of Portugal since January 2010 and a
Member of the Board of the Portuguese Competition Authority from
2003 to 2008. She has also been Portugal’s Director-General and
Deputy Director General for International Economic Relations, and
held senior positions at the Directorate-General for Competition.
She worked for over 20 years as a Teaching Assistant in
International Economic Law and European Law at the University of
Lisbon.

SPEAKERS
Dr. Johannes Luebking is Head of Unit B1 Antitrust Energy,
Environment at DG Competition of the European Commission. Prior
to that he was Head of Unit in other merger and antitrust units and
in the Task Force Financial Crisis. He has been leading the
investigation in numerous merger cases and has been involved in
policy projects in the field of merger control. Before joining the
European Commission in 2001, he has worked as an attorney-atlaw in the Frankfurt office of the law firm White & Case and as an
internal council in the legal department of Deutsche Bank. He
holds a doctorate of the University of Göttingen, Germany.

Mr Dimitar Kyumyurdzhiev is Deputy Chairman of the Bulgarian
Commission on Protection of Competition (CPC) since June 2016.
He has been a Member of the CPC also in the period 1997-2003
when he was a member of the negotiation team for accession of
Bulgaria to the European Union as a head of working group
“Competition Policy”. He has been also Deputy Minister of Defence,
attorney-at-law, Head of the Political Cabinet of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Representative of Bulgaria at the Group of States
against corruption (GRECO) of the Council of Europe. Since 2002
he is a Part-time lecturer on competition law at the Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.
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Mr Antonio Gomes is Head of the Competition Division at the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).
He has been President of the Portuguese Competition Authority
from 2013 to 2016, having previously served as a Senior
Competition Expert in the OECD’s Competition Division in 2013.
Prior to that he was Director of the Merger Department of the
Portuguese Competition Authority. Mr Gomes is also an Assistant
Professor at the Universidade de Aveiro, Portugal, since 2005. He
holds a Doctorate Degree in Economics from the University of
York, United Kingdom.

Mr Daniel Colgan is a partner in the global law firm DLA Piper. He
is an experienced competition law specialist based in Brussels and
has practised in this field for almost 15 years. Mr Colgan’s
achievements have been recognised, inter alia, by his inclusion in
the current Global Competition Review (GCR) "40 under 40" survey
as one of the 40 top competition law practitioners under the age of
40 in the world. He has worked on a wide range of complex
competition law issues in an international context, covering both
the EU and national regimes. In particular, he has managed major
high-profile
global
cartel
matters
involving
coordinated
investigations by multiple competition authorities worldwide as well
as complex multi-jurisdictional merger control proceedings.

Mr Albert Riera is a Senior Economist at Compass Lexecon. He is
specialized in the energy sector, where he has advised
governments and major energy companies in Europe, Latin
America and the Middle East in a wide variety of issues. He also
has experience in antitrust and regulatory issues in the
telecommunication, transport and postal sectors. Prior to that he
has lectured microeconomics at Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
and co-founded a carpooling company.
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Fixing the damages – expected effects of the application of the
Damages Directive
MODERATOR
Dr. Theodor Thanner is Director General of the Austrian
competition authority since 2007. He is a member of the Data
Protection Council, an associate judge at the Austrian Federal
Administration Court, a board member of the Viennese Legal
Society and the Austrian Administrative Society and a member of
the board of trustees of the Research Institute for Economic Order
and Competition. He is author of numerous publications on
Constitutional Law, Cartel Law and Administrative Law and a
lecturer in Cartel Law at the Universities of Vienna and Zürich.

SPEAKERS
Prof. Damien Gerard serves as a case handler in the Directorate
General for Competition of the European Commission and is an
academic affiliated with the University of Louvain (UCL, Belgium)
and the College of Europe (Bruges and Natolin), where he also
heads the Global Competition Law Center (GCLC). A graduate of
the University of Louvain, the College of Europe and NYU Law
School, he previously clerked for Judge Lenaerts of the European
Court of Justice and practiced with Cleary Gottlieb LLP for more
than 10 years. Damien Gerard has published and spoken
extensively on EU competition law enforcement, substantive
antitrust law, EU State aids law and general EU law, including
internal market and institutional matters.

Mr Roberto Chieppa is Secretary General of the Italian
Competition Authority since December 2011. He is also Magistrate
of the Council of State since February 2000 and Section President
of the Council of State since March 2017. Prior to that he has
worked as a Magistrate in Regional Administrative Courts. Lecturer
for university and post-graduate courses on administrative law and
antitrust law; co-edited and contributed to legal trade journals,
authored over 50 publications in the administrative law sector.
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Ms Andrea Hamilton is Partner in law firm McDermott Will &
Emery in Brussels. She has experience in the field of competition in
the EU and also in the US. She regularly represents clients before
the European Commission and national competition authorities and
also coordinates global investigations. She has experience on
damages actions, including in the US and Europe. She received the
Past Presidents Award from the International Association of Young
Lawyers in 2014 for a report she co-authored on collective
damages. In 2016, Ms Hamilton was named by Global Competition
Review as one of the 40 leading practitioners in the field of
competition under the age of 40. She has also been identified by
Who’s Who as a Future Leader in Competition Law (2017, 2018).

Ms Nadine Watson is a Senior Vice President at Compass
Lexecon, based in Madrid. She holds a PhD in Economics from the
University of California, San Diego. She has more than 10 years of
experience in the application of economic analysis and
econometrics in the context of competition cases and quantification
of damages. She has given expert testimony before the European
Commission as well as before national competition authorities and
courts. Prior to that she worked four years in the Competition Policy
group at NERA and seven years in the European Competition
practice at LECG. She also worked at the Bank of Spain, the Banco
de la República of Colombia, and the Universidad Complutense of
Madrid.
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